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Was Lincoln Wrong?

What more impressive text for both
North and South to study to-day, on
the ninaty-fourth anniversary of ABRA-
HAM LINCOLN’'S birth, than the passage
which sudge RoGER A. PRYOR quotes
in his letter printed in another place on
this page?

“I, as well as Judge DQuGLASR,” said
LINCOLN in one of the speeches of the
great debate which gave him national
fame and made him President, “am in
favor of the race to which I belong hav-
ing the superiority.”

“ I have no purpose,” said ABRAHAM
LINCOLN, “ to introduce political and
social equallty between the white and
the black races.”

“ There is a physical difference,” said
ABRAHAM LINcoLy, afterward the Eman-
cipator, “ between the two which, in my
judgment, will probably forever forbid
their living together upon a footing of
perfact equality.”

The rights which LiNcoLy demanded
for the African in America were those
of life, liberty and the pursuit of hap-
piness —-not the ballot, not political
equality.

Was he wrong? Do conditions to-
day, North as well as South, vindicate
or refute ABRAHAM LINCOLN'S judgment
concerning what was possible and what
was inherently impossible in the prob-
Jem of the betterment of the black man's
lot in life?

Are Irish Landlords and Tenants
Agreed? *

It begins to look as if the agrarian
problem, which lies at the root of Irish
discontent, would be solved by an agree-
ment between the landlords and the
tenants, which agreement will be em-
bodied in the land purchase bill to be sub-
mitted at the coming session of Parlia-
ment by Mr. WyNpHAM, Chief Secretary
to the Lord-Lieutenant.

It is strunge that more attention has
not been directed in this country to the
remarkable results of the Irish Land
Conference held last month in which
representatives of the Nationalist party
and of a majority of the Irish landlords
took part. Lord DUNRAVEN was the
chairman of the meeting, and his col-
leagues included on the side of the land-
lords Lord Mayo, Col. EVERARD and
Cel. POE, while Mr. JoHN REDMOND, Mr.
T. W. RusseLL and Mr. WiLLIAM O'BRIEN
were the spokesmen of the tenants. The
conclusions reached by the conference
were unanimously adopted, and, accord-
ing to a report printed over the signature
of Mr. T W. RussegLL the discussion
only once became so animated that a
temporary adjournment seemed desira-
ble. As the recommendations have been
laid before the Government, and will
undoubtedly form the basis of the forth-
coming bill, it is worth while to examine
them in some detail.

We observe that the preamble un-
equivocally condemns the dual owner-
ship brought about in 1851 by Mr.
GLADSTONE'S legislation. It was unani-
mously agreed that the conditions of
tenure thus effected must be replaced
by an * occupying proprietary.” The
crux of the whole business was, of
course, the definition of the terms of
purchase. Strange to say, the two par-
ties to the conference treated each other
with the utmost generosity. There
was not a trace of the spirit exemplified
in the saying current not long ago among
Irish Nationalists, that the landlords
might think themselves lucky if, as the
price of their leaving Ireland, they each
got a single ticket to Holyhead. On the
contrary, instead of making the sale of
estates compulsory on terms that land-
lords would deem inequitable, the land-
lords are to be bribed to sell.

It is proposed that the landlords shall
receive no less than thirty years' pur-
chase of their rentals, as last fixed by
the Land Commission Courts, whereas
the average price of agricultural land
in Ireland at the present time is about
twenty years' purchase. That is to say
the landlords will receive about 50 per
cent. more than they could now get in
the open market. The representatives
of the tenants also expressed the opinion
that the common good of Ireland re-
quires that the present landlord class
should continue to reside in the country
and identify themselves with it8 social
and industrial life, To that end arrange-
ments were suggested for the re-sale of
the mansion houses to the owners, and
the conference agreed that they should
continue to enjoy all sporting and ri-
parian rights over the lands they eell.
It would be strange if any landlord in

Ireland should object to a land purchase
bill framed in accordance with such
recommendations.

No less tempting is the inducement to
the tenants to buy. It is proposed that
the terminable annuities which the peas-
ant proprietors shall pay in lieu of rent
shall be from 15 to 25 per cent. less than
the existing “ fair rents " last fixed by
the Land Commission Courts. But, it
may be said. if the landlords are to get
more than the market price, and the
tenants are o give iems than the market

, there will be a difference for some-
oody to pay. That is unquestionably
true. The British taxpayer will have to
pay the difference, but there will be com-
pensations. It is believed that he will
secure in return for his money a tranquil
and contented Ireland. Then, again,
upon the disappearance of agrarian ocon-
troversies, the strength, and, therefore,
thé cost of the Royal Irish Constab-
ulary could be susoeptible of a large
reduction. It is also to be borne in mind

that Ireland deserves some equivalent
for the greatly increased grant which
is to be made from the imperial treasury
for elementary schools in England under
the new education law. nally, the
report of a royal commission has shown
that Ireland for many years has been
grossly overtaxed, and that the excess
ought in some way to be repaid.

No doubt the plan proposed by the
conference will be denounced by those
who assert that, although the Irish peas-
ant proprietors have hitherto repaid
with exemplary punctuality the sums ad-
vanced for the purchase of thejr homes,
this would not be the case if the whole
body of existing tenants were converted
into landowners. The Government,
which advances the money, can evict a
few defaulting mortgagors, but it could
not evict a nation, Judge O'CONNOR
MoRRis has predicted that, if the plan
of a conference should be embodied in
law, another PARNELL would arise some
day, and proclaim that a foreign and
alien Government had no right to an
unjust tribute. Those who take this
view of the future, however, now form
but a very small minority, and they are
unlikely to cause the present Ministry
to reconsider its purpose to carry out
any reasonable scheme of land purchase
aa to which landlords and tenants are
agreed. There may be a risk, but it is
a risk which the English people ought to
undertake for the sake of the good to be
accomplished. Certain it is that since
1893 there has been no session of the
British Parliament so fraught with inter-
est for Irish-Ame as will be that
which is about to offen.

The Old American Stock.

President ELtor of Harvard University
presents statistics of six of its claases
which show that after having been more
than twenty-five years out of college
only 72 per cent. of the members are
married, and that the number of their
surviving children average only about
two to a family. That is, the married
pairs have reprodubed themselves and
no more and 28 per cent. of the classe
are unmarried. .

The conclusion of President ELIOT is
that the “ highly educated * part of the
American people, so far from increasing
the population, is actually not repro-
ducing itself. This “ regrettable result *
he attributes, in part, to “ the late post-
ponement of marriage by young men,"*
which is made “ almost unavoidable " by
the “ protracted education now pre-
scribed for men who enter the learned
and scientific professions.” A young
physician, lawyer, engineer or architect
is fortunate if he is in position to marry
at 28 or 29 years of age
This condition as respects matrimony
and natural increase i8 not, however,
confined to college graduates. It pre-
vails among the native American popu-
lation of the same general social environ-
ment. The great natural increase in the
large cities, more especially, is among
the foreign-born including those born

in this country of foreign parents. Here
are the small percentages of native whites
born of native parents in the largest
cities of the Union:
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It will be seen that in Manhattan
only about one-sixth of the population

diminishing relatively, for not only is
immigration steadily and largely in-

creasing the population of foreign
parentage, but the natural increase
among these foreigners is greater.

They come usually from races remark-
able for their fecundity, and early mar-
riages are much more frequent among
them than among the natives. For
example, the Federation of Churches
finds that in the Fourteenth Assembly
district the percentage of Jew families
with nine children is six times the Prot-
estant percentage and that the percent-
age of Protestant families without chil-
dren is about twice that of the Jews.
The, Jews are already approaching in
number the native whites of native
parentage in New York, and, with their
greater natural increase and their rapid
increase by immigration, the time is not
distant when they will be ahead.

This analysis of the population of the
whole of New York in 1900 is suggestive:

Native whites of native parentage .. ....... ¢ am
Native, 00lored. ........cocviiiiiiieiiannanes 58,142
Forelgn -borf. . ... .coiiiiianninniine veees 1,270,0%
Native, forelgn parentage.......... veesness 1,971,508

POtA)ecoicrinanioinsossnnine cerenianniens .- R487 202

This table of the States in which the
native whites of native parentage, in
1800 were born will be interesting:

New YOrK... ... cceoeecosevsvscner sosoevensnns 600,019
NeW JOTSeY .. cvvvinnvrnsarncamiranssansssres 27,908
PennsyIVARIA ooovinnian sessececens vesssesese 18,724
New England. . ...oovvnvncnminisiscrireniniies 37,570
Southern States ....... Cesnriene 28,540
Western States . 20,281
Colonies and elseWhere. ... .uivievivnnrnenres 9,301

OBl cinvsaurrrarnacasassnsonse sesnasreeess 787,477

It will be seen that of these native in-
habitants of New York, nearly six-sev-
enths were born in the State of New
York, and that the greatest number born
in any group of States outside came from
New England. The largest number
from any single State, exocep. New
Jersey and Pennsylvania were from
Massachusetts, 14,142. Of the Westorn
States, the largest number came from
Ohio, 7,038; from the Southern, from
Virginia, 4,448, with Maryland close
behind, 4,437

The naticnalities of the great mass of
the foreign population of New York, for-
eign-born and children of foreign-born
parents, it will be seen by this table,
are those most remarkable for their

fecundity:

BUPEIIE. .o crusrarnssenenaassssanassiannace nLm
Bohemia .......... R PO S s 0.7
canada, Engheh. .............oovunnys 25.970
Canada, Frenoh.. .oo.oovvvirvrsrininrirnnisis 4,758
Denmark:. ...eee PP X )
England.. ceens:. sesssssssasesesiene vees 100,087
France......oociivnnsncnnnssnssnnsssisonsece 55,000
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Switzeriand.. ... .oo
wales.....coooviiine

Total. covoviviiniiiins Srasbissereseabrins 2,043,087

It must also be borne in mind that of
the native population, a large part are of
forsign blood, and that in that part the
natural increase is greater than among
the rest. The Manhattan borough of
New York is becoming almost wholly
foreign in ita population, including in the
foreign those of foreign parentage and
those whose grandparents were foreign.

the Defender of the

C'onstitution.

From the Congressional Record re-
lating the trust-busting proceedings of
Saturday last:

* Mr. LirrusrisLp.— 1 fully appreciate the prae-
tical diMculties disclosed In the suggestions made
by the distingulahed gentleman from Minuesota.
1 have ezxamined the amendment submiited by
him, and, while | would not undertake to state wilh
absolute positiveneas, my judgment is that the
section as he has drawn It would not be Conatl-
tutional.”

This was the judgment pronounced
on a little trust-busting adventure of
Mr. TAWNEY, a Republican.

A few minutes later Mr. DE ARMOND
of Missouri tried his hand at Constitu-
tion dodging:

* Mr. LIrrrLPIELD. - | have the most profound
respect and admiration for the legal abllity of my
friend from Missour!, and the ffct that he pre-
sents this amendment, which In my judgment |s
absolutely unconstitutional, does not in the slight
est degree detract from that opinion that 1 hold of
his legal abiltty.”

Turn down DE ARMOND along with
TAWNEY, said the resolute upholder of
the Constitution. Thede proposed amend-
ments to my trust-buster are unconsti-
tutional.

This is why we say the very sculpins
of Penobscot Bay would have smiled
more broadly than ever could they have
beheld their esteemed neighbor and
favorite statesman in the roéle which he
assumed on Saturday.

Littlefield

The Lost Art of Spelling.

Is Boston, a hapﬁy home of the New
Thought, cold to the New Education®
We had supposed that the city of the
three hills was full of all the modern
educational improvements and whimsies,
and that her schools were hung with all
the frills and embroideries of the accom-
plished moderns. Yet the Boaton Tran-
acript printa such regrettably old-fash-
ioned and hunkerish stuff as this:

“ It Is a fact of observason, explain It how you
will, that puplls who have taken prizes for scholar
ship In grammar schools of gond standing cannot
write a letter free of blunders \n ;pemnu. another
fact, that puplis in high schools, remarkably well
read for their years, are gullty of gross errors In
apelling; still another, that puplis who have the
wit and brains and style to write a charming letter,
misspell abominably: and yet another, that boys
seeking entrances to colleges of first rank, able to
pass ezxaminations in mathematies and science,
spell after the fashion of * witeh.' As to the common
rules of orthography, the {gnorance that there are
any worth trying to understand and apply is amaz-
ing.”

The schools have more important
matters than spelling to attend to; and
they have no time to waste on foolish
rudiments. Why, there are the Chicago
schoolchildren who study street clean-
ing, municipal bookkeeping, municipal
reform and various other branches of the
world-shadowing tree of sociology. They
do 'condescend to “ visualized " read-
ing and spelling, and if you understand
the system according to which they
learn, you can’'t help being astounded
by their learning. We have seen fathers
weep tears of pride and joy while ex-
amining the attainmenta of their progeny.
Show JACK the word * dog, " for example,
He may deny all knowledge of it. Begin
to bark; at once he recognizes his old
friend * dog.” Ask JILL tospell “ drum.”
If she is wise, she refuses. Beat a
tgttoo and she cries “ drum * or “ rub-
f-dub-dub.”

Some imperfectly educated parenta
complain that their children can't spell
or even read tolerably, after vears
at school. If the complaint be true,
what of it? We are to assume that
things much more precious than the
base mechanical art of spelling are
learned by those children. They learn
* to think;" they learn “ concentration;”
many of them can model in clay a little
and all can eat sandwiches and try to
sing. It is our own modest observation
that boys and girls like to go to school
better than they did in our time. Why?
Because they are better and the schools
are better; and because 8o much time is
not wasted on the pitiful drudgery of
spelling and the three R's. Whatever
our children learn or fail to learn, it is a
great satisfaction to feel that they are
taught in the right manner. If their
unfortunate begetters could only have
had the advantages of the improved
methods!

“ Let us start out with the idea,” says
our preadamite Boston friend, “ that
children can be trained to spell, if they
cannot be taught —spelling can be mace
a matter of memory.and be acquired as
a habit.” On the contrary,let us run
away from so atrocious and antiquated a
belief Do we want to make poll-par-
rota of our children? There are higher
faculties than memory. It is true that
some of us did, by means of hard work,
drill and damnable iteration learn to
spell. We ought to be ashamed instead
of being proud of that force of habit and
memory. Better not learn at al’ than learn
by the use of an unsniantific methad

Besides what is the use of learning to
spell? Orthography is fluid, not fixed.
Here are the apelling reform associa-
tions, busy in forcing us to use new
spell'ngs. Every century has its idio-
syncrasies of spelling and pronunciation.
We have to unlearn in age much of what
we had to learn in youth. Evenunder the
old ru'e of primer and spelling book, some
great and good men never could get
& high mark in spelling. Everybody
knows that the Father of H's Country
was an arbitrary speller, so bad & speller
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that good old JARED Sramxs thought
it would be sacrilegious to let posterity
see the honest facts. Inspite of hisearly
New Hampshire opportunities, the god-
like DANIEL spelled to suit himself. As
the Emperor SIG18MUND was above gram=
mar, why shouldn't American sovereigns
be above spelling?

In time, apelling will be left to colleges
of proofreaders. Whatever becomes of
it, our children can't be expected to neg-
lect their many nobler and newer studies

for that tedious, changing and plebeian
business

The State Annex to Labor Unionism.

A bill has been introduced into the
Assembly at -Albany providing that
during strikes the State Commissioner
of Labor may, on the written applica-
tion of one or more labor unions, appoint
special deputy factory inspectors repre-
sentative of these labor organizations.

That is, the bill would make the Labor
Department even more obviously an
annex to the labor unionism of the State
than it now is. It would put the admin-
istration of law in the hands of the very
men who, in the case of a violent strike
by a union, break the law.

We referred the other day to the fact
that the last quarterly “ bulletin " of the
Labor Commissioner paid attention only
to union labor, utterly ignoring free
labor. The annual report of the Bureau
of Statistics of his department, since
issued, is a large volume of over six
hundred pages, yet it presents and dis-
cusses only statistics as to “ the eco-
nomic condition of organized labor.”
The vast majority of the workers in the
State of New York are disregarded; and,
indirectly, this voluminous report is a
plea by *“ JouN McMackiN, Commis-
sioner,” for labor unionism.

The report, therefore, is valueless for
any one who would study the labor con-
ditions in New York as they actually are,
and the money spent on it was wasted.
Ita character, however, incicates that
the proposed bill to strengthen still
further the domination of the depart-
ment by the labor unions musat be agree-
able to a Commissioner who is 80 mani-
festly their mouthpiece.

As the heads of the households and cen-
sors of morals of Dallas, Texas, the men
of that town must be called to account for
allowing a breach of good manners to
he committed through their womenkind,
involving the wife of President RoOSEVELT
In response to a request to Mrs. ROOSRVELT
to send some article for sale at a festival
held for the benefit of the Dallas Free Kin-
dergarten, a handkerchief was forwarded,
but on ite arrival at Dallas its quality was
made the subject of criticism, and the
managers of the kindergarton festival
passed a resolution that it be returned to
the donor as unacceptable.

This is a departure from the linesof cour-
tesy 8o extreme that we shall not attempt
to characterize it fittingly. But the Dallas
men in their sober moments will surely
perceive the occasion for the abject apology
that confronts them.

CANADA DOESN'T LIKE IT.
Continued IMssatisfaction There With the
Alaskan Boundary Treaty,

MoNTREAL, Feb. 10.--The Alaskan Boun-
dary Treaty is still the subject of a good
deal of embittered discussion, but with,
at the same timne, the intention to accept
the sacrifice which every one agrees is the
inevitable outcome of boundary bargaining
between (ireat Britain and the United Statea.

The most jingo of the local newspapers
very soon after the signing of the treaty
was announced, came to the conclusion
that it was not worth while for the sake of
Dyea and Skagway to have Canada reduced
to the condition of South Africa; a notable
admission in the circumstances. It seems
however, that the question of Dyea and
Skagway, according to statements emanat-
ing from Ottawa, has not been reserved
by the United States, but will be discussad
with the other matters in dispute. This
result of the negotiations iz credited to
Sir Wilfrid Laurier, and much satisfaction
is expressed in some quarters in conse-
quence

Among those who are not satisfled with
the situation as it stands, is Mr. Henri
Bourassa, the well-known anti-imperialist
member of the Dominjon Parliament. He
has communicated hir views personally,
and as he was secretary to the Anglo-Ameri-
can Commission in 1899 that considered
the Alaskan boundary matter among other
things, they are of particular interest

The Canadian Government, it appears,
seems to have been under the impression
that the abrogation of the Clayton-Bulwer
Treaty which was under consideration,
would be taken advantage of by Great
Britain to obtain liberal concessions for
Canada on the side of Alaska.

The British Government, however, to
the great chagrin of the people at Ottawa
did not do 80; at leagt there is no record on
the subject. When the joint commission
suspended its  deliberations the British
Government had, so Mr. Bourassa mf"
two methods of arriving at a pacific solu-
tion of the dispute; one was a diplomatic
arrangement admitting of reciprocal con-
cessions; the other, the strict legal inter-
pretation of the treaties relating to Alaska.
Canada thought the first would be found in
the abrogation of the Clayton-Bulwer
Treaty; and preferred thut solution. But
Great” Britain, according to Canadian
opinion, capitulated without reserve and
without honor in that question, and lost the
last opportunity which it gave her to obtain
a material advantage for Canada. In not
availing itself of it, the British Govern-
ment voluntarily renounced the settlement
of the Alaskan boundary by diplomatic
methods, aud has now to submit it to legal
decision.

Mr. Bourassa, in common with many
others, considers that Great Britain has
given Canada away in this Alaskan matter,
and sacrificed her rights. Judge Mills, at
the time Minister of Justice at Ottawa,
declared that the abrogation of the Clayton-
Bulwer Treaty without obtaining some-
thing out of it for Canada was a denial of
justice to the colony, but the Ottawa Par-
finmom was 80 taken up with its imperialist
schemes that it refused to give any con-
sideration to the subject. The present
treaty, Mr. Bourassa says, i# the logical
and inevitable outcome of Great Britain's
srevious attitude on the question, and of
Lor general policy toward the United States,
more particularly since the outbreak of the
South African war; and he ridicules the
artless rejoicing of the British press which
seos in it the elimination of the last cause
of conflict between Great Britain and the
United States.

From the English point of view he does
not blau.= -1L.e policy of the British Govern-
ment, but he hopes that Canadian imperial-
isis widl begin 1o take account of the ridio -
lous role of dupe, which they are playing
in the Empire

It will, I think, be a little time yet before
our Canadian imperialists, not all Canadian-
born, find out that they have been dupes
as Mr. Bourassa suggests. The late Lord
Pauncefote declarad on more than one oc-
casion that “those dreadful Canadian
Tories™ gave him more worry in his work at
Washington than all others combined; and
I learn that Losd Charles Beresford has an-
nounced that if he can fiud time during the
coming autumn, he intends to take a run
over here to “try and put some sense into
the heads of the Tories of Canada.” 1
oan say is if he does, his work is out
out for him.
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EXHIBITION BY ALFRED PAR-
SONS AND FRANK D. MILLET.

At the American Art Galleries is being
held an exhibition of water colors by Alfred
Parsons and of ofl paiatings by Frank D.
Millet.

At least one trait of disposition is shared
by these two firm friends. Each has below
the surface a strain of very tender aweethoss
and a frank, simple boyishness of nature
qualities which are reflected in their work.
Nothing, for example, could be sweeter in
sentiment, more fresh and gladsome in
feeling, than these water colora by Mr.
Parsons, which exhibit, also, so affectionate
a regard for the beauty of little thinge.
They are indesoribably dainty in technique
and yet have an amplitude of composition,
corresponding, indeed, to the wholesome
out-of-door simplicity of his attitude toward
nature and to the exceeding delicacy of
his observation.

This artleasness of purpose detains him
in some of the cholcest spots of rural Eng-
land, prompting him to paint occasionally an
extended view of the country, but far more
often some little fragment of loveliness.
And with what delightful intimacy! More-
over, his intimacy with nature is single-
eyed and single-hearted; he does not carry
into his companionship with nature any
mood of his own, but yields himself entirely
to the promptings of the scene before him.
Accordingly, some who look in a picture
for a personal expreesion of the artist's
mood, may find these landscapes unpoetical;
just as many on this score will unfavorably
compare a Monet with a Cazin. Of course,
these landscapes do exprepa their author's
personality, the moodlessness, in fact, of
his habitual mood toward nature, and by
reason of this very quality of objectivenets,
will delight the many who can find for them-
selves the poetry in nature.

To the independent lover of nature and
of painting both tiese att'tudes appeal:
he asks only that whic'iever be the painter's
motive, he will pursue it loyally and effect-
ively And there can be no question that
in the direction of his choice, Mr. Parsons
displays an extraordinary skill. To single
out one special feature, he has an admirable
power of adjusting mass and detail, of
giving one the general impression of a
rome-bush or bed of carnations, for ex-
ample, and at the same time of quickening
osur ‘nterest in oertain separate stems or
blossoms This is precisely the way in
which in nature the near view of objects
aTects us. Whether our prior conscious-
nesa be of the mass or the detail, the mind
rebounds almost simultaneously to the
other. And when we come to examine
the detail in these picturee, just as we might
procead to do in nature, we ahall find that
the character of the flower or leaf or stalk
is expreased with indescribable truth and
feeling. One may be disposed to think
for the moment that the microscopic qua!l-
ity is the most delightful feature of these
paintinge, until one steps back and obeerves
how admirably the general character also
of the scene is rendered.

With very few exceptions ali these studies
are painted with a free use of body color,
so that their piquancy is often at the ex-
pense of atmospheric quality; the sun shines
with persistent clearness, and the artist
does not treat us to delicate nuances of
tone. But in a few examples, such as
“Treapassers” (22) and “ The Grange, Broad-
way” (32), the method adopted is one of
broader washes, and, cially in the case
of the former, with such success that one
could wish there were more pictures in

this style.

Mr. Millet exhihita twelve canvases.
“The Card Players” has been #een before
but will well ""'?’ further study, for it {»
one of the best of his pictures, uniting most
happily his stronﬁm qua i'ies. In a white-
walled room, with flagged floor, two men
in cavalier costume are peated astride the
opposite ends of a bench, playing cards,
while a buxom girl sits upon a table at
their side wun-hins the game and not »
littie piqued at its diverting attention frem
herself. The eunlight streams in througu
a amall window and the room is also lighted
from a window at our backs. so that the
whole scene is filled with fresh, clear light
that animates the costumes and various
objects, The men are admirably char-
woterized, and the character also of every
detail in the picture is well rendered. More-
over, the whole has an excellent unity of
feeling.

l'n:er another name *The Tra:e'led
Man" has also been exhibited before. He
is writing at a desk, in the midst of a pro-
fusion of souvenirs from various ends
of the earth which strew the floor and
table, while near the latter stands a comely
girl who has brought in a tray of tea things
and is waiting to be noticed. I do not
know whether the picture has been worked
upon since its previous appearance, but
certainly on the present occasion it does
not seem to have the bizarrerie that one
remembers, and appears now as a very
handsome tonal composition. It differs
also from the earlier work in having pas-
sages of deep shadow, warm and penetrable,
which asaist amazingly the unity of the
ansemble. It represents, indeed, very
happily the influence of the aixteenth cen-
tury Dutchmen; not only a skilful render-
ing of the multitude of detail, but & unifying
of the parts into an exceedingly handsome
composition of tore and lighting.

Ore may trace this purpose in a smaller
picture, a “Portrait of Mrs. Frederick Huth
Jackson.” The lady Is scated near a round
mahogany table, her scarlet drees trailing
across the floor, and at her back is a Jap-
anese screen, while to the left of the picture
among some other objects, is a Iloquomd
cabinet. The various accessories, while
very rich in color and ormamertation,
are subdued to a low tone, ro axto give
prominenoe to the figure. I could wish
that there were more suggestion of atmos-
phere around and behiud the lady's
the more so as the background in this re-
spact is admirably managed. But as it is
the head is a little lacking in distinction,
which I find the only drawback to a com-
plote enjoyment of the picture. It repre-
aciite, however, a very charming variant
upon the usual portrait, and one so thor-
oughly within the spocial eco of Mr.
Miliet's art, that I hope he will have many
opportunit ies of prncthlnt. it. Another
picture to be mentioned in this connection,
although it is not described as a portrait,
is *0Old Melodies.” It is again to be wel-
comed as a wr?' recable study in tonality.

*Preparing for Conquest” is one of the
painter's clever character and costume
subjects, while the pioture of a girl in
whits frock sitting on a sunny window-
sill beside a pot of blue forgct-me-nots,
presents one of the sweeteet studies of girl-
h>od that Mr. Millet has painted, It has
its little sentimentality, why not? But
any tendenoy to over-swWeetnoss Is counter-
acted by the fresh purity of the color
schema and lighting, and by the simple,
wholesome frankness of the whole com-
yosition. It is, onee more, a study of tonal-
ty, this time in a high key and with the
otheis marks, if I mistake not, a new phase
of motive that will add greatly to the num-
ber of those who admire Mr. Millet's work,

The exhibition will remain open, Sunday
excepted, until Feb. 18,

Mr. Parsons’s Water Colors From a Ganr
dener's Peoint of View,

The gardenar will ind much (4 intansat
him, much to admire, and, more important
by far, forceful suggestiveness of true
flower gardening in many of Mr. Parsons's
pictures now on exhibition at the American
Art Galleries. They breathe a spirit of
hopefulness for the future, showing that
nature has not been entirely divorced by
the art that seeks to mend it. Therp are
0 many who hold that a flower garden is
a geometric theorem, & mere matter of de-
sign, and that the flowers are only parts of
a color scheme; but gardens such as these
sre shunned by the artist, who finds nothing
in them to paint. The true flower garden-
ing is what we see in Mr. Parscns’s plotures,

1

Broadway” show force, and effect of color
and charm of arrangement, carrying one's
thoughts back to summer days in the gar-
den

The stately hollyhock that finds no place
in the average formal garden s a favorite
subject with Mr. Parsons. It is always
an inspiration to the flower painter when

scen as here portra with appropriate
setting anam:.nég&m. -rox".'ioﬁ" at
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Hlies and @38 _harmoniously ble

“Lilacs and Irises” needs no imtroductive
title and the c.mell? buah and Himalayan
rhododendron in No. 34 proclaim them-
selves. *J Iris in a Surrey Garden”
shows the uty of his floral gem from

the Orient, and it is a good flower forAmer-
ican gardens. ., Apple blossom and
clematis are the floral theme in “A Garden
House of the Sixteenth Century." “Hy-
dﬁnnceu st Menabilly,” Cornwall, though
alike in oolor and profusion of bloom,
dwarf into oomparative insignificance
hydrangeas, as we have them at Newport
and many other places in summer. “A
Bed of Lilies® and *Autumn Lilies” call to
mind the whole lily family, rich in varfety
and beauty. In ¢ passers” we see the
wild hyacinths or bluebells at home and
in thought recall days when we tre

for the same. The “Fritillarias® in No.
3, “Sea Lavender” in No. 83 and “Ragwort
on the Sand Dunea” are all familiar wild
flowers, showing well how nature plants
her gardens. HERRINGTON.

New States.

To TR Evptror or Tme S8tN—Sir: This
“Statehood” business should be relegated to
Sheol. Witnese the case of Nevada-—85.000
voters—and two Senators with one Repre-
sentative Ruppose Nevada's vote should
decrease in the next ten years, would she be
entitled to the same representation--say,
vote in ten yeurs, 30,000; in five years, 20,000,
when will the State be loft out of the game?

e mines, and cattJe, and means of livin
may he reduced gradually In the proposs
States, until their condition equals Nevada.
It is possible to have eight Senators, or éven
ten, representing less than Ohio’s two, to
la{ nothing of New York and Pennsylvania.

New York, Feb 10, JUSTICIA,

A Libel on Washingten.

To THY Ep1TOR OF THE BUN-Sir: The
new two-cent postage stamp i, from an ar-
tistic standpoint, an abomination. In place
of the dignified bust by Houdin, little orna-
mented but impreasive by fts dignity and
simplicity, we are given a simpering head of
our great first President which looks like a
‘rench petit maitre, temps Louis XV The

egigner did well to label it Washington, as
otherwise no one would have recognized it
Altogether the work marks a distinct retro-
gresasion in philatelic art and the sooner it is
discarded the better A AL

NEwW Yonrg, Feb K

Foreign Trade of Porto Rico,
The forelgn trade of Porto Rica for the aix months
ending Dec. 31, 1002, Is shown by the foliowing
figures:

Exports to foreign countries ... .......... #1,550,088
Imports from forelgn countries .......... 1,125,927
Balance In favor of Porto Rico. ....,.... Wo1,1€2
Ny countries, the showing a:
K xporie, Imnarte,
Franee. co.oorosnsnssaran 8381 822 $120220
KPAIN. . ..onvvsnnrisrsniis 330,808 498,501
OB . o vnv cvnwessenrssvis ™ 2,247
Germany .. ........coovues 130,241 76.659
NovaSeous. . ............ [ELRE ] 143,528
T R 94,340 7.25%
Auatria o ELA S AN 91,59 .08
French Gulana. ceasue 40,000 o anns
firitish West Indles . ..., 20,428 @
French Weat Indles. 10,469 5 .
St. Domingo .. .03 3.051
Danish West Indles.. 5,132 1,576
Glbraltar. 4,300
England. .. 3,508 146,801
Netherlands . 2322 5,796
Duteh West Indles 1,702 18,585
Belgium. oy 1982 658
Venezuela.......... 1,428 4R
Denmark 1174 11,962
Uruguay. *2¢ 2211
Canary Islands . ' 701 s.a10
Hayu . 8 e
Russ'a (Rlack Sea) . 18 o 5 & ol
Sootiand . TS 10,906
! Colombla 1611
Switzerland 652
Porwgal. o
Totals. $1,5%0,09 91,128,027

Spa'n still has & good customer in Porto Rico,
the half year's trade heing $167,608 In Spain's favor.
Cuba is Porto Rico's best forelgn customer, the
balance of trade heing $811.580 in Porto Rico's favor,
The nextis France, to the extent of §21,983.

As usual, owing to her ocean marine preponder-
ance, England is a seller to Porto Rco, rather than
a buyer. In this report her sales are about forty
times her purchases. This emphasizes the urgent
need of some practical form of Congressional ald
10 our occan shipping interests. Not only England,
but also Italy and Austria, benefit largely, for the
same reason. We can never secure our due share
of trade with forelgn markets 1lll we have an ocean
marine of our owa worthy of being called a fleet

In the sanie six months the exports of Porto Rico
to the Unlted Statea amounted to $3,53 9718, For
the calendar vear 1002, our trade with the island

wos!
Increnge.
Expoitsto yeasaseds $12,020.000 93,277.3%
Imports from 9.530,54% 8.8
Total $22,550.838 85, 840,210

While an ideal health resort, Porto Rico, under
American management, |8 evidently “not In bus!-
neas for her health.” Her total commerce for the
year was $27.818, 108, WALTERR J. HALLARD.

SCHENECTADY, N. Y., Feb. 10

Labor Commissioner Wright's Labor Platform.
From an Address o the Y. M. C. A. of Springfeld.
-The Decalogue s as good A labor platform as any.
In religion we Aind the bighest form of solution yet
offered. We are 1o havea new law of wages, grown
out of the rellgious thought. The old struggle was
for existence, the new struggle Is for a wider goirit-
ua! margin. The application of this religious idea
{8 the true solution of the labor problem. The whole
question must be placed on an altruistic basls.

\ Poem b) Stonewall Jacksen.
The Richmond Times is authority for the

atatement that this poein was written by
Stonewall Jackeon while he was serving
with the army in the Mexican War:

The tat100 beats—the lights are gone,
The camp around in slumber llea:
The night with solemn pace moves on,

The shadowy thicken o'ér the skies;
But slcep my weary eyes hath flown
And sad, uneasy thoughis arise.

1 think of thee, 0. dearest one,

Whose love my early life hath blest —
Of thee and him--our baby son —

Who slumbers on m gentle hreast,
God of \he tender, frall and lone,

Oh, guard the tender sleeper’s rest.

And hover gom\y. hover near
To her, whoae watehful e;e s wet—
To mother, wife—the doubly dear,
In whose young heart have freshly met
Two streams of love so deep And clear
And cheer her drooping spirits yet.

Whatever fate those forms may show,
Loved with & on 2imoat wild -
Ry day by night--in Joy or woe--
3y ttars vppioaeind, ¥ llppos beguiiea,
From every :n or, every foe,
0, God, pro my wife and ohild!

Now, while she kneels before Thy throne,
O, teach her, ml the skies,

That, while b, y behost ?one
Varth's mightiest ers fall or rise,

No tear |s wepl to Thee un wh,
No hair is lost, no sparrow dles!

That Thou can'st stay the ruthless hands
Of dark dis , and e |18 paln;
t only by Thy atern eolamr
'S slain -
distant

™ ‘o mn.oh'n loat, the soldie
at from the or land
Thou bring'st the wzmr hame agaln.

her plllow
k- ¢ rest,

Ay boar Ver oot s
PR e
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“WHY IS NEGRO SUFFRAGE 4
FAILURE?"

What Abraham Lincoln Sald About Polltieal
and Secial Equaitty,

To TR Eprron or Tik SuN—-8ir: To a
man of Southern birth and “prejudices,”
the editorial in your iasue of the 8th pre-
sages a scientific solution of this portentons

problem.
Bince nowhere in the world —not even in
the “Abolition” States has the negio

though armed with the suffrage, @ muoeh
as approached political and physical equal-
ity with the white man, in not a racial
inferiority, morally and intellectually, the
cause of this universal and irreparabla
degradation? 8o you seem to indicate,
and you are sustained in the suggestion hy
him whose worth and wisdom the nation
to-day pauses in its work to commemorats;

1 have no purpose to Introduce palitical and
social equalily between the white and the black
races. There'ls a physical difference between tho
two which, in my judgment, will probably forever
forbid their living together upon a footing of per-
fect equality; and Inasmuch as It becomes a neces.
sity ‘hat there must be a difference, I, as well as
Judge Douglas, am In favor of the race to which
1 belong baving the superfority. [ have never sald
anyshing to the contrary, but [ he!'t, pot=+'~=siand.
ing all this, there Is no reason in the world why the
negro !s not entitied to all the natural rights engme-
rated In the Declaration of Independence -the
right to life, liberty and the pursult of happiness,
~(Abraham Lincoln in the Lincoin-Douging Debdatea,
p.18: 2 Rhodes's “History of the United States,” p.
2s.)

This is the precise position of the South,
To-day in the South the negro is protected
in the enjoyment of every “natural right,”
which he has not forfeited by crime, and
he will continue to he so protected until
the madness of his preudo friends precip-
itates a conflict which can end only in his
destructidn.

I know of no agency in the country that
can do more to avert such a catastrophe
than THE SUN'S own wise counsels.

Roaer A. PrYOR.

NEW York, Feb. 12

THE TRAGEDY IN THE PACIFIC.

South Sea Jsiands That Were Swept by the
Tidal Wave Reported en Monday.

No part of the Pacific is more thickly
sprinkled with atolls than the Paumotu
Islands in the southeast corner of that
island world. There are hundreds of
these little islande, most of them in lagoons
surrounded by coral reefs, which in or-
dinary conditions shield them from the
storms and waves.

The Pacific islanders divide their lslands
into High and Low islands. Thus another
name for the Paumotu Islands, often seen
on the maps, is the Low Islands.

The Low Islands are those of coral forma-
tion, rising, as & rule, not more than twenty
or thirty feet above the level of the sea,
The High Islands are of volcanic origin,
sometimes rising to a height of 8,000 feet
among their mountaina and in the Hawaiian
group to still greater elevation.

The French poksessijons in this southeast
part of the island world are divided into the
Low Islands on the east and the smaller
group of High Islands on the west. Tahiti,
whose summite rise to a height of 7,000 feet,
is on the western edge of the area of the
Low Islande, while to the east of it stretch
away the small, but imposingly elevated
High Islands of this French region.
Pageete, the chief town of Tahiti, is the
centre of administration for all these

lands.

The Paumotu Islands extend over an area
of some 400,000 square miles; in other worde,
they are dispersed over a rpace that ia
nearly half as large again as the State of
Texas.

Their population is very small. Tt they
had been thickly peopled like many of the
High Islands the calamity would have
involved far greater loas of life. As might
be supposed, all industrial and semmercial
development is almost impossible because
the sparse population is scattered over &n
vast a territory. There are a few excellent
harbors among the islands, but the largest
towns are mere villages.

These remote archipelagoes lie 3,500 mi'e s
from the nearest port of America. Thev
caR never posaers any natural resources
b 'yond their pa!m groves and pear! fisheries,

It ie different with Tahiti and the High
Islands to the west of it. When the Panam2
Canal is oponed theag islands will be sitn-
ated, as far as shipping interests are cor.-
cerned, exactly midway between (entral
America and Australia. They will thentake
a foremost position in the Polynesian world.

The orange, cotton, coffee, sugar cans
and other important products thrive.
About 50,000 acres of land on the largest
{sland are available for plantations. Tte
soil is fertile, the population is quite large
and these islands, therefore, are certain to
become the centre of a brisk trade when
the Panama Canal places them right in the
pathway of steamships plying between
Europe and Australia.

Pitcairn Island, the romantic rock in-
habited by the descendants of the Bounty
mutineers, is right on the southern edge of
the wind and wave-swept region of the Low
Islands. No fears nead be entertained
however, that the ialanders have suffered
to a disastrous extent, though their growing
cfops may have been injured by the wind
Their little rock with an area of about a
square mile rises high above the sea and
is of volcanic origin.

A Card From Dr. Aale.

To THE EptTon oF TRE SUN--Sir: T never
s1id anything like this, which Tue Scx
ascribed to me:

Dr. Fdward Everett Hale has the right and hab!!
of saying what he likes. He likes to say queer
things sometimes. According to a report of a
speech made by him before the loston Fathers
and Mothers' Club Monday he sa'd that “It was
cruel that children should be broughtup * * * 10
be nothing better than a policeman or a letier
carrier.”

No one who knows me would think I did
or venture to say 1 did.  On the other hand:
any policeman in Boston knows *hat I regard
them all as men pledged to “take away the
sina of the world”  which is the precis»
husiness of my own profession Many of
them, ) am proud to say, are mv near frisnds

A8 to letter carriers, nany of my dear
friends are n-rvln‘ God and their country
in \hn capacity have been vlad when |
ocould help the right man into that honoralle
service

1 have obsarved in sacred writings of grest
authority that the word “angel” is ussd 1o
denote & person who carries a messige well
And when people speak of errand boys with
disrespect like to remine thy- that tha
errand boys are among the artgel€nl to-ciny

osTON, Feb 9, Fowann b Hare
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Welike Dr Hale, even when he ix wrong. and
we are mighty sorry to have misrepressnrad
We Liave ol gotten the name oi the mn-
His 8

;l;lll,
ner from whom we took the report
the sin, not ours

February -Abraham Lincoln 13th,
A king of mea
Wheae erown was love,
Whose throne was gentieneas;
A sad -souled slave
To country and to care,
He set the shackied millions fres;
A man,
By all the measurements of man;




